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however, always correspond to the idyllic picture sometimes Dejects
presented.   The domestic system, as it existed in the West °^sKc
of England, had many defects.	system in
To begin with : employers and employees were already ***
divided by the barrier of wealth and social status, and their
relations were marred by chronic disputes over wages.tion*
Dean Tucker wrote in a strain which we are more apt to
associate with the nineteenth than with the eighteenth
century: "As the master is placed so high above the
condition of the journeyman \ both their conditions approach
much nearer to that of a planter and slave in our American
colonies than might be expected in such a country as
England ". The master is " tempted by his situation to be
proud and overbearing, to consider his people as the scum
of the earth, whom he has a right to squeeze whenever he
can ". The journeymen are equally tempted " to get as
much wages and to do as little for it as they possibly can ",
and to look upon their master " as their common enemy
with whom no faith is to be kept. The motives to industry,
frugality and sobriety are all subverted by this one con-
sideration, viz. that they shall always be chained to the
same oar and never be but journeymen "2. When the
Commissioners for Trade and Plantations deplored (1696)' the
dearness of labour ', and argued that labour must be cheap
in order to keep the foreign market3, they revealed the
fundamental divergence of interests between capital and
labour. This divergence—which is as old as the wage-
earning class itself—produced, as we shall see, a widespread
trade union movement 4.
Under the domestic system the hours of labour were very (a.
long.    "A shepherd", remarked Adam Smith5, "has *
great deal of leisure, a husbandman . . . some, an artificer
or manufacturer has none at all" *.   We are told by a
1	In this passage the term journeyman should be taken to refer to
wage-earners generally.
2	Instructions (ed. 1757), 25.
* House of Commons Journals, xi. 594.   There were frequent complaints
of the ' dearness of labour ': e.g. ibid, xxiii. 109.    Ci infra, vol. iii. 273.
4	Infra, vol. iii. 386 seq.
5	The Wealth of Nations (ed. Cannan), ii. 192,
» For the use of the term ' manufacturer', see supra, p. 14.

